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ally recognized that stuttering or stammering may re-
tard normal progress as well as become a great factor in
conduct problems. Of course, such defects can scarcely
be overlooked in mental examination, and the only caution
to be observed is a proper interpretation of the extent
of the influence on both test results and school standing.
Any diagnosis of mentality based solely on Binet or any
"measuring scale", which consists largely of language
tests, is altogether to be discountenanced in the study of
individuals with speech defects.

Nervous disorders of one kind or another are, as one
would expect, important influences in mental life, caus-
ing peculiarities which may lead to test results that can
readily be confused with special defect, hence differential
diagnosis here becomes of exceeding importance. This is
notably true in cases of hysteria because of the reactions
which characterize this nervous disease. Janet1 and
other authorities agree that in practically all cases of
hysteria there is great variability in the functioning of
the mental processes, that want of mental unity and
deficiency of inhibition are essential features of the dis-
order. There is often extreme dissociation in the mental
life and lack of control of both the emotions and of volun-
tary actions. The contradictory behavior to which this
leads is a notable accompaniment of the disease. Fre-
quently, too, there is simulation, so that the reactions of
such persons are altogether unreliable.

These characteristic symptoms are such that when
diagnosis of hysteria has been made, it becomes extremely
dangerous to designate the individual as feeble-minded on
the basis of tests. There are, indeed, two aspects that
must be remembered in this problem. On the one hand,
it is not contended by any authority that the diagnosis
of hysteria can be made on the basis of mental tests alone,

1 Janet, Pierre, "The Major Symptoms of Hysteria", 1907.